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But, again, the progress was stopped when the Almohades, on the one hand, won decisive supremacy among the Moors, and on the other, the feuds which broke out between the Christian magnates prevented them from opposing a united front to the Saracens. There had been no such disaster as that which befell the Latin kingdom of Jerusalem, but when Saladin captured the Holy City, the Moslems rather than the Christians were advancing in Spain.
The rule of the Comneni at Constantinople came to and end in 1185, The First Crusade relieved Alexius of all danger from the Moslem attack. The astute Byzantine was able not only to defeat an onslaught on the part of Bohemund of Antioch, who returned to Italy with high hopes of fulfilling the old ambitions of his house by assailing the \jrreek Empire, but even to compel the defeated Crusader to acknow-lede his own sovereignty. The Empire wore an appearance of peace and prosperity; but, in fact, the progress of the maritime cities of Italy was depriving Constantinople of its position as the great emporium of trade. John, the son and successor of Alexius continued to rule with ability, and held the frontiers of the Empire successfully, both on the line of the Danube and in Asia Minor, until his death, in 1143. John was followed by Manuel Comnenus, who was in some sort a prototype of Richard Cceur de Lion, a knight-errant who revelled in adventurous feats of arms. But though he went himself on the Second Crusade, and afterwards plunged into various wars more from the love of fighting than with serious political motive, his activities did little to promote the strength of the Empire and a good deal to exhaust its resources. Three years after his death, his young son, Alexius II., was murdered by his cousin Andronicus, whose brilliant talents and power of fascination have caused him to be likened to Alsibiades; but his entire unscrupulousness made his tyranny so detestable that he was murdered by the mob of Constantinople. So ended the house of the Comneni, and when the Third Crusade was organized in the West the throne of Constantinople was occupied by the elected Emperor, Isaac Angelus, whose grandmother was one of the Comneni. With his reign set in the rapid decay of the Greek Empire.